TAKE NOTE!

Feb. 23", 8:00am -
12:00pm - League
Legislative Day
Loudermilk Center

40 Courtland Street SE
Atlanta, GA 30303

Feb. 23", 7:00pm -
9:00pm - Forum on
Childhood Nutrition
DeKalb Medical Center
Theater

March 1%, 7:00pm -
9:00pm - Board Meeting

March 13", 10:30am -
Brunch’n’Learn

March 23" - Briarcliff
Unit Meeting

April 17, 10:30am -
Annual Meeting

May TBD - Annual
Luncheon

June 11-15", LWV
National Convention
Mariott Marquis
Downtown Atlanta
www.lwvga.org for
more details

W

The DeKalb

VOTER

THE PRESIDENT’S CORNER

Dear League Members,

February 2010

We are turning the bend with Winter and riding that long stretch into Spring.
| am excited about the great opportunities that this Spring offers to the LWVDK. | want
to provide you with information on upcoming events and activities that will take place
within the next few months. They include:

Nominating Committee Activities. The LWVDK will vote on its new slate of officers at
the Annual Spring Meeting on April 17™. The LWVDK Board of Directors is composed of
thirteen members; half of which are open. | encourage you to nominate an LWVDK
member or to self nominate. Leadership in the LWVDK can be an exciting opportunity to
serve your community.

Panel Discussion on Nutrition’s Impact on Childhood Obesity and Diabetes: Health Care
and Policy Issues February 23, 2010, 7:00pm — 9:00pm at the DeKalb Medical Center.

Our LWVDK Annual Community Luncheon is in May of 2010.

The League of Women Voters’ National Convention is being held in Atlanta from June 11
- 15, 2010.

Look for information about the 2010 Census and opportunities to support this important
work.

2010 is an important Election year — Look forward to candidate forums to provide the
community the opportunity to learn about candidates who are vying for public office. |
am looking forward to seeing you at these exciting program activities.

Remember to nominate potential candidate or to self nominate for a leadership
position in the LWVDK. We need your support and involvement to strengthen our
leadership team. As always, if you have any questions or suggestions, please contact me
at president@lwvdk.org.

Respectfully,

Belinda Pedroso,

President, LWVDK


http://us.mc1806.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=president@lwvdk.org
http://www.lwvga.org/
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Please look out for information on the Annual
Community Luncheon. It is the LWVDK major fund
raising event of the year. This luncheon is important
to our organization and provides an opportunity to
highlight significant issues in the DeKalb Community.
Last year, CEO Burrell Ellis and Chief Justice Carol
Hunstein spoke at our luncheon. This year our
luncheon will be equally engaging and will create
possibilities for collaboration between the LWVDK and
our community. If you know of any potential
sponsorship opportunities or would like to volunteer
your services towards making this event a success,
please contact Fundraising@Ilwvdk.org.

HOLIDAY PARTY

The December 3™ LWVDK Holiday Party was a great
success! The party was held for the first time at
Cornerstone Bank’s Community Room located in
downtown Decatur. The LWVDK enjoyed a robust
turnout, and both members and community leaders
had the chance to mingle and eat the delicious
refreshments. Fun was had by all. We also provided
local DeKalb County charities with non-perishable
goods and children’s books.

Our Annual Meeting is coming up on April 17", There
we will vote on new LWVDK leadership, decide our
program focus for the year, approve our annual
budget, and vote on any changes to our by-laws. You
will receive additional information regarding these
exciting updates one month prior to the meeting.

UPDATE ON PROGRAM PLANNING 2010

Unfortunately, our January Program Planning Meeting was cancelled due to inclement weather, however we
still need to: identify important policy issues affecting our members, locally or nationally; and determine the
three most important policy issues raised for consideration. These topics will be brought to our members at
our Annual Meeting in April for a vote. The issues receiving the most votes will serve as the main policy focus
for the LWVDK for 2010-2011. We need your input in order to determine the issues that are most to our
organization, including both current and future members. The topics that have been suggested include:
environmental issues; and increasing our focus on voter services - particularly recruiting naturalized citizens.
Since we were unable to have the meeting and join in the debate - please send any topic ideas to our
President at President@Ilwvdk.org or Donata Renfrow, chair of the Program Committee at
Programs@lwvdk.org by March 1%, although any additional submissions will be discussed at the Annual
Meeting.

The League of Women Voters, a nonpartisan political organization, encourages the informed
and active participation of citizens in government, works to increase understanding of major
public policy issues, and influences public policy through education and advocacy.



mailto:Fundraising@lwvdk.org
mailto:President@lwvdk.org
mailto:Programs@lwvdk.org
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League of Women Voters of DeKalb County’s Quarterly General Meeting

On January 28th, the LWV DeKalb County held their second quarterly General Meeting in partnership with The
White House Project and the Rich Foundation Urban Leadership Program of Oglethorpe University, entitled
“The Importance of Women in Civic Engagement”. The meeting featured a panel discussion of civic leaders
including: Gwen Keys Fleming, DeKalb County District Attorney; Ayesha Khanna, President, Civic Incubator,
Points of Light Institute and member of the White House Project Leadership Council; Dr. Kendra King,
Associate Professor of Politics and Director of the Rich Foundation Urban Leadership Program; and Dawn
Randolph, MPA, President, DIR Consulting Group LLC. The panel was moderated by Stacey Chavis, Southern
Regional Director of The White House Project. Our President presided over the meeting; welcoming the
guests, as well as introducing the panel members.

Ms. Pedroso initiated the panel discussion by talking about the importance of women being visible in
leadership roles. She believes that women in leadership roles and public policy create a more balanced
decision making process. The White House Project’s motto is, “Add Women, Change Everything”. One of our
President’s goals is to increase the visibility of the LWVDK. She coined this initiative “Expand the Brand —
LWVDK” which includes several objectives, but mainly joining into partnerships with like-minded organizations
to leverage collaborative relationship building.

Ms. Chavis skillfully moderated the panel, asking each panel member questions about their roles as civic
leaders and the balancing act of managing their professions and family responsibilities. The questions evoked
a lively conversation between the panelists and audience. Some of the more salient points included:
Cultivate nurturing relationships with people whom you admire and want to emulate;

Listen to your inner voice; trust and have confidence that you are in the right place at the right time;
You can have it all — just maybe not at the same time. Work to overcome self doubt;

Do things that motivate and inspire you; join organizations that match with your skills and beliefs;
It's good to be the “point guard”. You learn a lot; and

Prepare yourself for growth opportunities by getting organized, becoming interested in public issues
and gaining experience in the role that you seek to fulfill (i.e. support and volunteer for a political
candidate to gain experience in managing a campaign).

= =4 4 -4 A8 -

The panel members all agreed on one very important point —and that is - “Be your authentic self”!

Belinda Pedroso, Dawn Randolph, Ayesha Khanna, Gwen Keyes Fleming, Kendra King, Stacey Chavis
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CENSUS 2010 PROJECT
The U.S. Constitution mandates that a Census must be taken every 10 years. Information collected through
the Census is used to ensure appropriate redistricting (electoral district and constituency boundaries) and to
determine the number of U.S. House of Representatives per state. The Census results also decide how $400
billion dollars in federal funding is distributed for infrastructure and services, including, but not limited to:
hospitals; schools; roads; bridges; and emergency services.

Although the impact is significant, the process is simple. The Census questionnaire has only 10 questions and
can be completed in minutes. The forms will be mailed to each U.S. household in March, and the deadline for
returning the completed forms in the prepaid envelope provided is April 1, 2010. The information provided is
private and will be held in strict confidence, used only for statistical purposes. From April to July 2010,
households that do not return their form may receive a visit from a Census Taker; their sole responsibility is
collecting answers to Census questions. Under penalty of law Census Takers cannot disclose any data they
collect from a household. Recognizing the importance of Census 2010, the League of Women Voters (LWV)
has committed to making it a central project for 2010. The LWV has established partnerships with local
leagues and encouraged them to work with Census Bureau contacts to educate communities and ensure that
every U.S. resident is counted.

Over the past several months in DeKalb County, this education initiative has been spearheaded by LWVDK
Board Member Monique Whitfield and President Belinda Pedroso. They’re spreading awareness through
speaking engagements to homeowners associations, Parent-Teacher Associations, and other local
membership organizations. For more information on Census 2010 or to provide info for organizations
requesting a presentation, email Monique Whitfield at moniquewhitfield@bankofnorthgeorgia.com or Belinda
Pedroso at President@Iwvdk.org.

LWV PRESS RELEASE: “DOING NOTHING NOT AN OPTION” — The League of Women
Voters testified before the Committee on House Administration on February 3, 2010 in a hearing entitled
Defining the Future of Campaign Finance in an Age of Supreme Court Adtiviserl).S. congressional
hearing, Mary G. Wilson, the national League president, told committee members that they must pass
legislation governing corporate and union spending quickly, in order for it to take effect for the 2010 elections.
“The Court’s majority decision in Citizens United v. Fe@s fundamentally wrong and a tragic mistake. But this
is the decision of the Court,” said Wilson. “Congress needs to respond now, recognizing its own authority and
responsibility to uphold the Constitution. Fair and clean elections, determined by the votes of American
citizens, should be at the center of our democracy.” “The Court’s decision in Ctizens Unitedipends basic
campaign finance law that has been in place for a century. It changes the foundation on which decades of
congressional enactments on money in elections are built. Such a fundamental change requires a strong
response from Congress and the Executive.” See www.lwv.org for additional text.

DeKALB NEIGHBORHOOD SUMMIT

A Neighborhood Summit was held November 14, 2009 to introduce DeKalb's Office of Neighborhood
Empowerment. The half-day event, held at the Maloof Auditorium, attracted almost 500 participants from
more than 300 local associations. Bettye Davis, Burrell Ellis’ Deputy Chief of Staff, welcomed League members
as facilitators to assist with the primary exercise of the summit, a role playing activity that simulates how
varied interests come together to solve community problems. The facilitators were: Faye Andresen; Allison
Richards; Ellen Ash; Kathryn Brice; Donata Renfrow; Jacquie Scott; and Anne Wilson.



mailto:moniquewhitfield@bankofnorthgeorgia.com
mailto:President@lwvdk.org
http://www.lwv.org/
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90 YEARS OF THE LWV: HISTORY OF WOMAN SUFFRAGE Part Il (1848 i 1890)

By Lenecia Bruce
In 1848, a small notice in a local Seneca Falls paper brought 260 women and 40 men to discuss the social, civil,
and religious rights of women! Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Lucretia Mott drew up the Declaration of
Sentiments listing women’s grievances, and modeled on the Declaration of Independence. There were
eighteen grievances listed and eleven resolutions for redress. Several engendered sharp debate at the Seneca
Falls Convention— none more than the resolution which demanded woman suffrage. The resolution passed by
a narrow margin. The Declaration of Sentiments became the most significant document in the history of
American feminism. Though the demand that women be permitted to vote was radical in its implications, the
argument was sound. People who could not vote were being governed without their consent. Women were
one-half the population. If they had no right to vote, the idea of consent of the governed was hollow.

In 1850, a national convention met in Worcester, MA and other conventions followed annually. An impressive
array of leaders began to emerge: Mott, already a giant in the Anti-Slavery movement; Stanton; Susan B.
Anthony, a tireless organizer in the cause of women, temperance, and anti-slavery; and Lucy Stone, who as a
student organized a secret college debating society for women. By the time of the 10" annual convention in
1860, there was progress. Leaders could report a more friendly press, a number of legislators began to
support suffrage, and changes in state laws. Women were achieving: Elizabeth Blackwell received a medical
degree. Oberlin was fully coeducational. But to gain access to political power women needed the vote.

Then the Civil War! Women’s organizations rallied both in the north and the south, but the Suffrage
movement was pushed back. In 1861, leading women’s rights advocates agreed, despite Susan B. Anthony’s
dissent, that agitation would cease for the duration of the war. The Women’s Loyal National League, with the
help of local women’s organizations, gathered over 400,000 signatures demanding a constitutional
amendment to end slavery. With the war’s close, women’s rights became hopelessly enmeshed in the politics
of the 14™ and 15" amendments. Despite protests, the term “male” was inserted in the fourteenth
amendment. Anthony and Stanton felt this additional was a betrayal by their abolitionist allies. By 1869, the
Wyoming Territorial legislature made Wyoming women the only women in Western civilization to be fully
enfranchised.

The architects of Reconstruction policy spurred indignant feminists to view the denial of the right to vote as a
symbol of all wrongs requiring redress. Eventually this belief led to a split in women’s suffrage groups. In
1869, the Boston based American Woman Suffrage Association was formed with both male and female
members. A female-only, militant New York-based group gathered around Anthony and Stanton called the
National Woman Suffrage Association.

The Women's Christian Temperance Union was formed in 1874, and in 1879 Frances Willard assumed the
leadership. At the peak there were 200,000 members and 15,000 local unions. Willard’s work created an
organization that could promote both social and political reform. Her work prepared the way for the suffrage
movement. The Industrial Revolution and employment of women also helped promote the idea of woman
suffrage. Both Willard and Anthony helped to organize women workers. A large-scale entry of women into
higher education began to prove significant at this stage in the movement. The struggles for political rights
and higher education were closely linked. In February 1890, the great schism between the two suffrage groups
was healed and the two came together as the National American Woman Suffrage Association where the
“pauseless campaign” for women’s political rights entered a new phase. At this 1890 convention Carrie Lane
Chapman Catt made her first appearance. ( To be continued... .)
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Op-Ed: The Importance of Health Care Reform by Ophelia Maynard

The Declaration of Independence declares, “all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator
with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness and access to
Health Care¢ Well, not exactly. But we’re getting there. As far back as 1945, President Harry S. Truman
introduced the idea of a national health care program, currently referred to as universal health care. He
tackled a number of issues, including the controversial idea of a national insurance plan that would be
administered by the federal government. Sixty-four years later, on October 13, 2009, the Senate Finance
Committee voted to move the country one step closer to achieving the goal of universal health care for all
Americans. The idea of universal health care has many detractors.

Consider that despite the fact we cannot agree on what should be in the health care bill, we can agree that the
current system is not working. Costs are spiraling out of control, with the United States spending almost $2.3
trillion dollars in health care in 2008, more than triple the $714 billion spent in 1990. According to
www.healthreform.gov, the average family deductible for those participating in PPOs increased by 30% in just
the last two years alone! Medical expenses are bankrupting families, and those who are unable to pay for
good health care suffer when they fall prey to complications of diseases that could have been avoided if they
had the financial means to receive basic preventive care.

It’s imperative that Congress continues with its efforts toward creating a good universal health care plan for all
citizens. The reforms proposed by the Administration will help rein in costs by providing caps on out-of-pocket
expenses that insurance companies are able to charge. The proposed plan is mandatory, so the large pool of
contributors into the program will help to keep the sharp annual increases in premiums and deductibles to a
lower level.

The League of Women Voters supports access to a basic level of quality care for all citizens and has positions
on broad areas of health care, including indigent care and public health administration. On Thursday, October
15th, the League of Women Voters of DeKalb County (LWVDK) held a forum on health care reform at the
Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Atlanta. There were 35 people in attendance, and they were able to
listen to both sides of the debate from a panel consisting of a small business owner who was skeptical about
the government’s role in a universal health care plan, as well as two doctors who, on a daily basis, see the
urgent need for health care reform. During the course of the evening, the panel discussed the major themes
being hammered out in Congress, and handouts with additional information were available for those who
would like to conduct their own research.

Life, Liberty, the pursuit of Happiness, and access to Health Care. We can’t change the original Declaration of
Independence, but we cancreate a more perfect Union. For more information about the League of Women
Voters, its stance on health care, and upcoming programs, go to their website at www.lwvdk.org. [Sources
avail. on request]



http://www.lwvdk.org/

The buzz is getting louder: National Convention will be in Atlanta in June! Pplease consider
how you will participate in National Convention being held June 11-15, 2010 at the Marriott Marquis in
downtown Atlanta. Ourthemeisd a | { A y 3 5\8ork2A0Hiklor® &f Change Cdzii dzZNB 2 F
Preparation for a 1000-person convention requires a lot of advance planning. With your help, we will show
Leagues from coast to coast what southern hospitality is all about. Tracy Adkison, Atlanta-Fulton & LWVGA
Board Member, is the Chair of the Local Arrangements Committee. LWVDK’s own Tracey- Ann Nelson,
Executive Director of LWVGA, is the Personnel Committee Chair and volunteer coordinator.

The volunteer registration form is attached. You may fill it out and return it by US Mail or go online to
www.voteatlanta.org or www.lwvga.org. Please visit either site, download the form, then attach the
completed form to an email to the Convention Personnel Committee using the information provided. Contact
Tracey-Ann Nelson or Tracy Adkison with any questions.

Please confer with your local League members for carpooling for volunteering and/or attendance. Of course,
Marta is always smarter!! Thank you for embracing this opportunity to serve and support the LWV. National
Convention is a great event. And we want everyone, volunteers and attendees from around the US, to have
an excellent experience. With your help, the League will, indeed, continue to “Reach New Heights” and
continue “Making Democracy Work” for a future of hope. See www.lwvga.org for more information.

LWV 49" National Convention Volunteer Registration Form

Name:
Address:

Telephone: Email:

Committee Preference:
Hospitality Tours Information ___ Dine Around ___ Floor____
Registration _ Credentials ___  Election-Teller

Comments:

Please send to contact below:
Attn: Convention 2010 LAC
LWV-GA

100 Edgewood Ave. NE, Suite 1275
Atlanta, GA 30303

CALL TO MEMBERS

Support the LWVDK Members! Time, Talent and Treasure. There are many opportunities for you, as

a member, to become involved with the work of the LWVDK. When you join the League, you support

the Education Fund with charitable contributions and/or utilize your skills and knowledge to assist the
League with advocacy issues. You i our membershipi cr eat e t he LWVDKO&s pq(
our community. We need you and your financial contributions to support the work of the LWVDK.
Contact Belinda Pedroso at President@Iwvdk.org with your questions and interests so that we can create
an ultimate possibility for you in the LWVDK.

The DeKalb V@ TER ~ February 2010 v
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LWVDK Nominating Form _Instructions for Year 2010-2011

This year the Nominating Committee @ppsing the following method to identify and engage all board membel
early in the process.

A The Nominating Committee will provide a nomination form to all active LWVDK members this wee
(Note: This year officers and directors have specific roles.)
TheLWVDK members submit their nominations on the form by the designated date.
The Nominéing Committee will interview the candidates based on criteria developed.
The Nomin&ng Committee will propose a slate to the membership at the Annual Meeting irségbril ba
on the results dhe interviews
The members will accept or amend the slate from the floor and vote.
New officers and directors will become effective after the vote at the Annual Meeting in April.

Your input is vital to the Nominating Committee!

The LWVDK membership elects the Board of Directors (BOD). There are 7 officer and 6 director positions c
the board. Those terms that have expired or are currently unfilled are open for nomination to the BOD, as de
in the LWVDK bylaws. This year we asking the directors to take a leadership position on the various
committees. A brief description of the responsibilities of each position will be found on our website. Check
appropriate position under the respective column that you are intefest2d1i@2011 or in the future, as well

any recommendations you may have of members who would serve the League of Women Voters of DeKae
County well in a role. The criteria are below:
Board of Directors Criteria for Membership
Required: Current on dues
Preferred:
Financial Commitment beyond dues - $140
Directors: Committed to serve as chair or board representative on the designated committees
Agree to attend board meetings and other League events
Agree to assist the BOD in reaching its organizational goals and commitments
Experience on a board, civic, community or professional association (recommend at least one year minimum)
A minimum of one-year active membership in LWVDK

> D> >
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Board Officer Criteria (President; President-Elect; 3 Vice Presidents: Programs, Membership and Fund Development;
Treasurer; Secretary) See above criteria, plus:

Experience in the relevant field or leadership experience/skills

Agree to work as a team to foster a collaborative spirit in reaching organizations @oals and mission

Lead by example for the board, membership and community

A minimum of one-year active membership in LWVDK (i.e.; serve on a committee, work with a project, etc.)
Two-year minimum of service in a community, business or professional organization outside of LWV

Schedule:

A Deadline for nominations March 5, 2010

Interviews completed by March 10, 2010

Slate finalized by March 12, 2010

Slate distributed by March 15, 2010

Slate presented to the membership & voted on at the Annual MeétiAgril 17, 2010
Induction 1 April 17,2010

=A =4 -8 -8 -9
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Contact Nominating Committee Chair: CAROL CRUMBY, 3653 Lantern Crest Cove, Scottdale, GA 30079
or Nominations@Iwvdk.org. Please send your completed application to the nominating chaio later than
March 5, 2010.



mailto:Nominations@lwvdk.org
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LWVDK Nominating Form for 20162011

Nomi needs/ Nomi nator s Name:

Email address:

PhoneNumber: (mobile) (work)

*Contact VP, 2 [Membership] foa list of active LWVDK members4it42419899 ofjacquiell@bellsouth.net
If you are interesed in a Board position for the 2022011 year, it is also necessary to submit your resume
with this form. If you are interested in a Board position for the future, please indicate below:

| am interested in | am interested in Il d8d | i ke to
this position for  this position for the someone for this position*
201011 future
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President [] [] []
(201611)
PresidenElect [] [] []
(201611)
Vice Presient, 1 NA ] ]
[Program] (20091)
Vice President? NA [] []
[Membership] (20081)
Vice President“3 [] [] []
[Fundraising] (2011PR)
Treasurer [] [] []
(201612)
Secretary NA [] []
(200911)
Directord Voter Education [] [] []
(201612)
Directord Voter Service [] [] []
(201012)
Directord Parliamentarian [] [] []
(201612)
Directord Technology [] [] []
(201011) *Unexpired term
Directord Observer Corps NA [] []
(200911)
Directord Communications [] [] []
(200911)

See truncated descriptions below. Full descriptions will be provided via email within the next several days.


mailto:jacquie11@bellsouth.net
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BOARD POSITION DESCRIPTIONS

President: Provides direction and leadership for carrying out member decisions and is ultimately responsible for all
the League’s plans, activities and follow-through in two broad interdependent areas: 1. Organization and
management; and 2. Programming. President-Elect: The President-Elect's efforts are directed to assisting the
President and in assuming the Presidency. Also serves as an alternate spokesperson for the League. V.P. Programs:
Responsible for directing the program committee in identifying activities that will engage the members,
stakeholders and general public and creates an annual plan of work with goals and actions to be implemented by
the committee. V.P. Membership: Responsible for recruiting and retaining members. Keys include knowledge of
the League, enthusiasm, administrative ability, patience and persistence, along with full cooperation and help from
all board members. V.P. Fund Development: Develops and sets goals for fundraising to engage members and
external stakeholders. Plans and implements Annual Community Luncheon while engaging members, board and
community. Treasurer: Manages the Leagues finances. Secretary: Serves as the official recorder of League
business.

Director - Voter Service: The basic principle of voter’s service is nonpartisanship-providing unbiased, factual
information to help citizens make informed decisions on election day. It is always separate from advocacy. Develop
and execute local candidate debates and other voter service projects such as: voter registration, and citizen’s
guide. Works closely with Voter Education Chair. Director - Voter Education: Works closely with Voter Services
Chair and is responsible for the dissemination of voter information throughout the community, especially any
changes in election law affecting the public. Works with a committee to carry out planned projects, involving as
many members as possible, such as voter’s guide. Maintain a good working relationship with election officials.
Director -Technology: Holds primary responsibility for ensuring the LWVDK website is current and available to the
members and the community. Director -Parliamentarian: Advises on matters of parliamentary procedure. -
Robert's Rules of Order, Newly Revised Director - Observer Corps: Develops a team of members that attend local
meeting of the DeKalb School Board, DeKalb County Commission and other DeKalb County organization meetings
that have significant impact on our DeKalb Community. Director -Communications: Holds primary responsibility
for heightening League visibility in the community. Promotes the League's image and activities in the community
and informs the public of the League's services, positions, formulates a public relations plan and submits it to the
board for approval.

A y‘® LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS ®
OF DEKALB COUNTY
P.O. Box 2176
Decatur, GA 30031
404.321.0913 www.lwvdk.org
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